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grossly neglected in all sanitary precautions as were our

prisoners in the sixteenth century." The foregoing com-
parison, furthermore, takes no count of two important facts :
first, that the State schools admit young children, who are
notoriously more subject to ophthalmia than "adolescents";
and secondly, that many of those received are in a delicate
state of health, either from heredity or upbringing. Were
these two factors given their due weight the comparison insti-
tuted would tell still more in favour of the Poor-law school.
Dr. Dukes lays it down that the prevalence of ophthalmia
"is the surest test of unsanitary conditions where the young
are concerned, especially the want of soap and water and
fresh air." I am not disposed to dispute this dictum, the
logical outcome of which clearly is that the hygienic state
of the Central London School is better than that of the
institution from which Dr. Dukes draws his figures.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
SYDNEY STEPHENSON,

Ophthalmic Surgeon to the North-Eastern Hospital for Children;
Surgeon to the Ophthalmic School, Hanwell, W.

Welbeck-street, W., May 12th, 1896.

QUALITY OF MILK.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SiRs,-Medical men not infrequently give directions for
infants to be fed on milk produced by one com, but they
seldom or never take the necessary precaution of warning
parents to see that the cow selected for the purpose is
in calf. The milk of a healthy cow that is in calf can be
safely used at all times provided it is fed on suitable food,
and a delicate infant may derive all the benefit hoped for by
the daily supply of milk so produced. But it seldom happens
that cows kept in urban districts are in cadf. Town dairy-
men usually buy newly-calved cows and milk and fatten
them simultaneously. Such cows may come in service every
three weeks, and whenever they happen to be in service their
milk is more or less unwholesome and may prove to be

absolutely poisonous if given to a delicate infant. When an
in-catf cow is not available it would be far better to use the
mixed milk from an entire herd rather than to run the risk of
having milk supplied from a cow that may have been in
service at the time the milk was drawn.

I am, Sirs, your obedient servant,
ROBERT E. TURNBULL.

Claremont, Shrewsbury, May 11th, 1896.

" THE BATTLE OF THE CLUBS."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SiBS,&mdash;My attention has been drawn to a letter in your
issue of May 2nd signed 11 Sophoeles " the paragraphs of
which are numbered from one to seven, my reply to them
shall be in the same order only referring to numbers.
No. 1. Only four Associations use the word Aid," which

is a misnomer, the Alliance has nothing to do with names
but did suggest an alteration.

No. 2. Such a resolution was not submitted to the meeting
and therefore could not be discussed.

No. 3. In abstract statistical reports the mode by which
the Value is attained cannot be set forth, and misinferences
have been drawn from them, yet this was not discussed,
nor any instructions given to me respecting it. I refer

" Sophocles to THE LANCET of November 7th, 1895,
in which is given partly" how one of the most valuable
of these F. S. M. A. obtained its value ; namely, by
money raised four months prior to opening the In-
stitution by Entrance Fees, Bazaar, and special dona-
tions. The salaries paid the Medical Department have
been and will continue to be inserted in the Alliance
Reports. As medical statistics are frequently com-

puted, and the nature of what is termed Visits, Consults,
and prescriptions are of no value, difficult to understand

through the modes in which they aie given in Associations
reports and the various manners in which different Doctors
compile them, the Conference after discussion declared
them unnecessary and misleading, and ordered them not to
be printed in their Report. This does not effect Associations,
who doubtless will in future as in the past print the work of
of their Institions.
No. 4. No application was received from the medical

officer of Tonbridge Wells and such advice as named was
not given to the Tunbridge Wells Association.

No. 5. The Registering of the Alliance (which is unneces-
sary) could only give security to its funds which are small
and could not effect any Association, the idea of securing
greater power over the profession was never thought of.

No. 6. No such resolution was submitted or discussed nor
was any such advice given to any Association about their
Surgeons as named in this paragraph. The Lincoln Telegram
was to its own Delegates, and altho read to the meeting
no instruction was asked and none given, nor was a reply
sent.

No. 7. This Appears the freest from error of any of the
statements made by "Sophocles." Yes, a deputation was
appointed who in due time will wait upon the General
Medical Council, and should they, " The G.M.C." attach

any importance to an Anonymous letter doubtless the deputa-
tion will be able to answear any query arising therefrom.

This is the firstime I have replied to an Anonymous writer,
and " Sophocles" " will have to sign his own name and
whereabouts if he desires a further reply. Our Report is in
printers’ hands ; copies will be sent to the G.M.C.

I am, yours faithfully,
Markham-street, York, May llth, 1896. JOHN BROWN.

"THE BRONCHITIS KETTLE, POULTICES,
AND OVER-FEEDING IN ACUTE

LUNG AFFECTIONS."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SiRS,-In THE LASCBT of April 18th Dr. de Havilland
Hall, writing upon the treatment of bronchial and pulmonary
diseases, deprecates in the main the use of the " bronchitis
kettle" and the application of poultices generally, but extols
in lieu the use of " Gamgee tissue or cotton wool upon which
is sprinkled some stimulating liniment." Some fifteen years
since or more I read a letter in THE LANCET by a medical
man advocating the application of olive oil to the chest and
between the shoulders in all chest complaints of an inflam-
matory nature, the patient to be also enveloped in a jacket of
cotton wool. I have adopted this practice ever since and
have been delighted with its results. Especially have I been
pleased with this form of treatment among children of all
ages, and so satisfied have many of my patients also been
with it that they often make use of the olive oil and cotton
wool before-or instead of, alas I-sending for me.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Putney, S.W., May 12th, 1896. J. FFRENCH BLAKE.

THE EVOLUTION OF THE SURGICAL TREAT-
MENT OF THE BROAD LIGAMENT

PEDICLE.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SlES,&mdash;Mr. Lawson Tait has done good service to the litera-
ture of this important subject by his paper in THE LANCET
of May 16th, in drawing attention to the superiority of the
actual cautery in the intra-peritoneal treatment of the stump.
He also rightly insists that, to be effectual, the stump must
be thoroughly " cooked " and not merely seared. I find, on
reference to my books, that I followed this method at the

Hospital for Women in 1873, and I suppose I afterwards took
to using the intra-peritoneal ligature as being more rapid.
Finding that the petroleum cautery often did not do more
than sear the stump, and that there was consequently a risk
of oozing, I had made an oblong block of iron, and this being
thoroughly heated in a fire was applied to the stump above
the cautery clamp, so that the heat being conveyed to the
steel flanges of the clamp thoroughly cooked the stump and
reduced the risk of haemorrhage to a minimum. While Mr.
Lawson Tait’s ingenious electric cautery clamp promises to
be most effectual, yet in ordinary practice the slightly com-
plicated apparatus might militate against its universal
adoption. I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,

Harley-street, W., May 18th, 1896. HEYWOOD SMITH.HEYWOOD SMITH.

To the Editors of THE LAKCET.
SiBS,&mdash;Absence from home prevented me sending you

revised proof in time, correcting a few mistakes and making
the additional statement that we have now applied the in-
strument to seventeen pedicles with uniform success. The
first two were cases operated on by my late assistant, Dr.
Howard Morgan of Brisbane. The last case was one where


